
KEYNOTE SPEAKER
JAY DEMERIT
KEYNOTE SPEAKER
FORMER CAPTAIN   |   VANCOUVER WHITECAPS FC

As a professional soccer player Jay enjoyed a 10-year professional careeAs a professional soccer player Jay enjoyed a 10-year professional career, including six seasons captaining Watford FC in 
the Premier League and culminating with being named captain of the Vancouver Whitecaps.  He was also the Whitecaps’ 
first ever MLS signing in 2010 and was named an MLS All-Star First XI in 2012.  DeMerit, a native of Wisconsin, started all 
four matches for the U.S. Men’s National Team at the 2010 FIFA World Cup in South Africa.

Jay graduaJay graduated with a degree in Production Design from University of Illinois at Chicago and, with his interest in art and 
design, developed Portmanteau Stereo Co. He plans to create the Rise and Shine Retreat in Pemberton, BC with his wife, 
Olympic Gold Medalist Ashleigh McIvor.  Jay, Ashleigh and their son Oakes, currently reside in Vancouver and the Sea to Sky 
corridor.

SESSION PRESENTERS
KATE WRIGHT
NATIONAL TEAM ATHLETE   |   FIELD HOCKEY

Kate Wright is one of the most internationally experienced members of the national field hockey team with more than 150 
senior caps to her credit.
 
RRecently, Kate lead the Canadian women to a bronze medal at the 2015 Pan American Games in Toronto and a bronze at the 
2013 Pan American Cup. 
 
Wright began her collegiate career at Boston College and was the school’s Rookie of the Year as a freshman. She then 
transferred to the University of British Columbia to be closer to the national team and helped the Thunderbirds win their 
third and fourth straight CIS national titles in 2013 and 2014. Kate holds a degree in Gender, Race, Sexuality and Social 
Justice with a minor in Law and Society and has aspirations of attending teachers college.

JAMES BOOSE
ACS & SYSTEMS DEVELOPMENT COORDINATOR   |   CANADIAN SPORT INSTITUTE PACIFIC

James is an Athlete Coach Services Representative and System Development Coordinator in Vancouver. He has been part of 
CSI Pacific's Athlete Services team for over five years, originally working at the Whistler campus prior to the Sochi Olympic 
& Paralympic Games. 
 
James holds tJames holds two Bachelor degrees, a Sport and Fitness Leadership degree from Camosun College, and a Business degree in 
Marketing from Temple University in Philadelphia.  

As a member of the Temple varsity golf team, James was a three-time letter winner, team co-captain as a senior, and won a 
team title as a junior at the Scotty Duncan Memorial.  During his golf career he was also fortunate enough to work with Sean 
Foley, Tiger Woods' former swing coach.



ATHLETE AMBASSADORS

DANIELLE HENNIG
NATIONAL TEAM ATHLETE  |  FIELD HOCKEY

Danielle, a native of Kelowna, BC, made her first international field hockey appearance in 2010 and now has become a leader on 
the squad, serving as an alternate captain.

In 2011, she In 2011, she was part of Canada’s near-podium performance at the Pan Am Games in Guadalajara and then helped the squad 
win bronze at the 2013 Pan American Cup. In 2014, Hennig was the Field Hockey Canada Women’s Player of the Year and in 
2015 she was part of the Canadian team that won bronze at the 2015 Pan American Game in Toronto, the first time since 1999 
that the Canadian women took home a medal at the event.

Hennig played collegiately for the University of Victoria and scored the game-winning goal in the 2008 CIS Championship final.

BYRON GREEN
NATIONAL TEAM ATHLETE   |   WHEELCHAIR RUGBY

LiLike many wheelchair rugby athletes in British Columbia, Byron was recruited to wheelchair rugby by the sport’s creator, Duncan 
Campbell. Though he initially wasn’t interested in wheelchair sports, his passion for wheelchair rugby was sparked when he 
moved Vancouver to studying engineering at the University of British Columbia. Byron made the team in 2013 and won silver at 
the 2014 World Wheelchair Rugby Championships. Already, he has earned a reputation as an intelligent, hard-working athlete 
who is the first to get to practice and the last to leave. 

In addition In addition to his rigorous training schedule, he also works as a civil engineer. Byron also gives back to the community by 
recruiting new athletes, visiting rehabilitation hospitals and even coaching an introductory wheelchair rugby program. For his 
willingness to go above and beyond to help new athletes, he was awarded the 2013 Stan Stronge Award, which is given to an 
athlete with a strong sense of fair play and a dedication to excellence.
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